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A FISH OUT O' WATER

- Fr. John Deely, OMI

With the thousands of graduates I've never met, a self-introduction is certainly in

order. However, an introduction right off the bat wouldn't be very interesting right
now would it? So, what I think I'll do is weave that introduction into my HELLOs ...
yes, my HELLOs to the hundreds of students who participated in my courses over
that 11 year span from 78 to '89.

How are you all doing? Very happy and in good health, I hope. And by now,
" quite adept at dealing with life's ordeals, I'm sure.

Tell the truth now and shame the devil. Would you have recognized me by this
photo, if my name hadn't appeared next to it? Of course, the gray hairs are more
numerous now and the jowls are more pronounced! And, oh yes, thank goodness
that fish is where it is... obstructing your view of the excess baggage about my belt
and belly! A clear view (or, maybe I should say, a side view) of that spare-tire

would shock you into disbelief, believe me!

Otherwise, I'm doing fine, thank you. It's wonderful being back on campus. I must admit, though, that in April after
a 6 year absence, I did feel like the proverbial fish out of water. At the College for the Deaf, it was Japanese Sign
Language round-the-clock for me. I would go days on end without using the ole vocal chords... very little speaking for
me since [ always signed to the deaf students in traditional signs (which means no voicing)... and... very little spoken
English since I taught them English through American Sign Language. In fact, in refraining from speech, I may have
lost that Philadelphia twang of mine which caused so many of you headaches!

That was in April. But, thanks to the faculty members and the students (who have finally realized that my gestures
and hand movements are the result of years of 'signing’ and not some mental disorder), I now feel right at home... back
in the water again, as it were.

The courses may be different - I don't have Translation, Speech, American Literature, or American Education
anymore - but the challenge from the students is the same, no matter what the course. And (I'm happy to report), the
challenge of trying to meet the needs of the students is still, even at my age, more exhilarating than exhausting! The
real treat, I might add, comes in engaging the students in discussion. That's when I learn so much from them, as I did
from you (some of you). SMILE! As you can see, I haven't lost my love for needling and teasing! In all seriousness,l
often wonder with Barry (the Balladeer) Manilow 'Where Are They Now' ... Where are you now? Let me hear from you.

Oh, one more thing. Istill have that black attaché case which was the butt of many a joke. Unfortunately, in recent
months, it's gotten too heavy for me. I guess I threw my back out in July while I was trying to bag that other, much
larger tuna that got away! But that's another whale of a tale... which I will gladly share with you if you give me a call!
Take care and continued good luck.
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